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at an auction sale. It was about a foot high,
was several hundred years old, and worth about
1000 yen.
Though the final aim may be aesthetic, the
years of work behind the production of a worthy
bonsai are sheer practicality. First, a plan must
be made and the tender branches wired to
form the picture desired. These wires corset
the trees most of the time except when they are
on exhibition. Moreover, they must be conti-
nually watched and changed before they begin
to press on ot cut the bark as the plant grows.
The actual problem of dwarfing begins with
the roots which are cut so that the tree is
undernourished. To assist this, the tree must
be always moist and yet only a third of the
normal amount of water is administered. The
soil is also carefully tended. Usually the tree
is replanted once a year either at the time of
the spring or autumn equinox. This soil
change is tended to only once in several years
in the case of pine trees. The shoots are also
picked in order to stunt growth. In the Na~
goya district* opium is placed on the top soil
to promote dwarfing but this is a delicate pro-
cess for if the drug" comes into direct contact
with a major toot or too much is used, the